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MEMORANDUM TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE: 
Attention: Mr. W. Leonard Parker, Division of Near 
Eastern Affairs. 


Subject: Jurisdiction over American Civi- 
liens in Behrein Island. 


The War Department has received a radio dated 8 July 
1944 from the Commanding General, Persian Gulf Command, in 
which it is stated that the Bahrein Petroleum Corporation 
at Bahrein had requested and obtained deputisation ef 
Amorican civilians by the British Political Agent in the 


name of the Sheik prior to receipt of War Department radio — 


to the effect that such deputization should be by Sheik 
and not through the Political Agent. 


In accordance with General Connolly's recemmendatian, 
the War Department has instructed him to continue the pre-~- 
sent working arrangement relative to deputising American 
civilians pending final solution by the State Department 
as to the exact jurisdiction over American civilians in 
Bahrein. 


For the Secretary of War: 


hioragié 


Colenel, G.8.C., 


Init Chief, Liaison Section, F 
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¥ | orrich *. . TO BE TRANSMITTED 
; wns, nent WHETHER * Secret X SECRET 
oe a CONFIDENTIAL . 
RESTRICTED 
Charge Department: CLEAR 
cherge ington, 
La lays 
AMLEGATION, ES , tf wigs 
mde =k. secret —J \ 
17 @ . , 
Although it is assumed that the ARAMCO sanleren?: 
(RELEGS 266, September 4, 10 a.m.) is an American , 
citizen, please inform Department ‘definisely as to his: 
nationality. ‘ 
In view of the extremely delicate character of the 





question of jurisdiction over Americans in Saudi Arabia, 
4t is considered advisable for the time being at least 
to treat the question on an ad hoc basis and to deal 
with individual cases as they arise with due regard to 
attending circumstances, as well as the just and humane 
nature of penalties imposed against offenders. 

Should this ad hoc basis prove unsatisfactory in. 
practice at any time, you should of course report fully 
to the Department and submit your recommendations, 


The question of jurisdiction in Bahrein will be 


made the subject of a subsequent inatructions 
H ‘ 
CEPT) 


890F ,043/94444 


“ie 9/8, 9/44 
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Secretary of State, . 
of Ow 

Washington. ~ 

266, September 4, 10 asm. h 
Native man killed in auto accident near Rastanura 3 


fugust 11. The driver Aramco employee now held for 
trial in Arab religious court, authorities having 
promised to limit sentence to compensation to family» 
Hart asks, "I would appreciate instructions for the 
future in cases where Americans clearly guilty of Sy 


serious offences under frab law. Also directive ¢, 
from Department regarding role which this Consulate % 
may play in such cases re and Bs shrein» What i 
; ta percent juris@iction of Arab or British authorities o 
= 


ment?! © eat. instructions: 
ry H es 
| mr 
= E 
hd ft 
WB NPL e E 


over Americans? Is there a point at which Consulate 


‘should intervene to prevent injustice or harsh punish- 
groin 


a 4 pe? 
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September 7, 1944 
SEP 9 ~1944 


~ PHY ISON OF 
i NEAR EAST+RN AFFA 
WE ~ Mr. Parker~— me 
Leonards 


I am attaching hereto a self-explanatory 
memorandum that has been handed to me by Mr. Ladd 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Mr. Ladd 
told me that the Bureau would entertain any feasible 
plan of sending an FBI instructor to Saudi Arabia. 
You may perhaps know that the FBI has furnished 
_ several police instructors in the different Latin 
American countries. Reports that we have had indicate 
that their work has been most sugcessful and has 
created meny new friends for this Government. 


May I have your comment? 


204 
a 
Prederick B. Lyon 


Attachment: 


a dated September 2, 
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September 2, 1944 


MEMORAHDU M&M 


Re: Possible Assignment of a Police 
Instructor to Saudi, Arabia 


On August 31, 1944, Mr. Garry Owen, Washington, D. C., representative 
of the California Arabian 011 Company, discussed the matter of assignment of 
a Bureau police instructor in a liaison capacity with the Arabian Government, 
Mr. Owen stated that he had discussed thie matter with Colonel Eddy, new Minister 
to Arabia, prior to the latter's departure for his post last week. Colonel Eddy 
ig planning to discuss the question with King Ibm Saud, and if the Government 
is receptive, he will communicate with the State Department concerning the 
matter. 


Mr. Owen further advised that the original request of the Arabian 
Government had been for the California Arabian 011 Company to conduct the school 
through one of its employees, This, however, is not in line with the policy 
of the Company, and the question will probably be left to the State Department 
for decision, It appears that the State Department and the Company have also 
considered the possibility of using Colonel Schwartzkopf, who is presently 
engaged in police work in the Near East to take over the instructing job in 
Arabia. 


Mr. Owen advised that he was plarming to have a further informal 
conversation with the State Department in the near future at which time he 
will suggest that no problems would arise if a Bureau Agent were assigned to 

handle the police instruction work, | 





sh Government turned down the U6 
(tel. + 80789 7/31/44 from London) of arrang (for a5 oP point. 
ment of an American citizen as judge of 
trial of American citizens, The See staest seated ot 
to press the issue further and to accept the British 
offer of trial by the British Political Agent with the 
use of American assessors. 


This solution was acceptable to the War Department 
(letter 9/3/44) 


Ca5sa5- 

Despatch 26 of from Dhahran reports on 

the trial of an American citizen and suggests that the 
question of criminal jurisdiction be brought up again. 


b y¥ 
gqrh of yorv 


In res e a rem akey/ors we the cages Mr. Eddy 
reported (tel. 2 Lo/avae from Cairo) that the King 
would welcome police instructors from the US to train 


Saudi Arabian police. He did not think the King would 

be amenable to the suggestion that he appoint an American 
judge for the trial of American citizens unless it were 
coupled with a substantial offer of assistance. 


The pe Department has expressed interest in securing 
the appo of an American judge in Saudi Arabia 
(letter 9/30/44) 


Attached is the pertinent file and a summary of the 
papers in the file. 


Pn, eR 


Summary of File on Administration 
of Justice on Bahrein and Saudi Arabia 


qo 6363/prl 
Despatch 112, 1/17/44, from Baghdad 






Sicipation of an inf ux of American construction 
workers tn . Banvein Mr, Henderson proposes tie t a detach- 
ment of the Air Transport Command be assigned to Bahrein 
and that this detachment have.several Military Police 

attached, which could be called upon by the Company or 
British officials if their assistance were needed in 
putting down disorder. 


(Memo 2/12/44 (EMWilson) 


Mr. Wilson comments that the assignment of an ATC 
detachment for the primary purpose of providing military 
police to maintain order seems to be a roundabout approach 
to the problem and proposes suggesting to the British that 
the Sheikh of Bahrein be asked to appoint joint courts 
comprising British and American judges to deal with 
offenses accoriing to Anglo-Saxon legal concepts. A 
similar solution might be considered for Saudi Arabia. 


Memo 3/14/44 LE-Mr. Bishop to NE-Mr. Parker 


gies memo comments on the pred of the various 


proposals as follows: 


1. Placing American civilian employees under American 
military jurisdiction is not practicable under existing 
Laws; 


2. it would be hard to find in existing law authority 
whereby we could agree thst our citizens in non-British 
territory be placed under British jurisdiction; 


3. Establishment of extraterritoriality and American 
consular jurisdiction over Americans would be possible 
from a legal standpoint in case an appropriate treaty 
were concluded; 


4, There appears to be no legal objection to having 
the Sheikh appoint as a judge of Bahrein a person of 
British or American nationality and arranging informally 
that eases involving Americans be brought before that judge. 


Memo 


evi 


Memo 3/15/44 (WLParker) 






rr F ieusors tee jZates various proposals including the 
British Foreign Office offer to let the British political 
agent in Bahrein try American criminal cases, The U.S. 
can't see allowing the British Government to assume 
criminal jvrisdiction over its nationals in a third 
country even though this third country may be in treaty 
relations in regard to its foreign affairs with the 
British Government. 


Despatch 291 4/7/44 from Basra, Iraq 





This despa Pp the Britis Ati 
had stated that ne aduinteceres criminal austhen for 
foreigners under authority conferred on him by an Order 
in Council, Indian law was applied and in the event of 
a heavy sentence, prisoners were sent to India. The 
political agent suggested deputizing American soldiers 
to maintain order among American citizens. This arrange- 
ment seemed satisfactory to Consul Fletcher, 


Memos of Conversation: Wallace Murray, Maurice Peterson, 
etc., Foreign Office, London: 


4/18/44 | 

The British would favorably consider authorizing 
American police officers,either military police or 
civilians, to make arrests and otherwise to act in 
Bahrein as agents of the British political resident. 
The British would consider the possibility of having 
an American judge appointed to sit with the British 
Political Agent in hearing criminal cases involving 
American a 


4/26/44: 

The British reported that the political agent at 
Bahrein had appointed four American constables and had 
suggested the appointment of american assessors for 
trying criminal cases involving Americans. A panel of 
reputable citizens might be established from which 
assessors for cases involving Americans could be selected. 
This panel could include the American Consular Officer 
at Dhahran, but as an assessor he would probably not be 
permitted to visit or confer with the defendant during 
the trial e 


Letter 


—3- 
Letter from War Department, 4/24/44 


The War Department doubts that Americans employed 
by the oil companies could be subjected to military law 
and suggests that an agreement be made with the local 
Sheikh under which he would appoint an American to sit 
as judge over these employees and administer either a 
modified form of the local law or a code promulgated 


Despatch no. ga /S/a/es, from. Fehran 
ate Ly y ") =9¢ 


















op hd 2 RAL A Lie 4 =P! 

ans at §F in and Eastern Saudi Arabia 

Ss despatch encloses a letter from the Commanding 
General of the Persian Gulf Command to the Legation, raising 
the question of criminal jurisdiction over American civilians 
employed by oil companies and construction contractors on 
Bahrein Island and in eastern Saudi Arabia and stating 

that the Judge Advocate General has indicated that the 

Army caimot assrme jurisdiction, There is also enclosed 

a note {from the british Embassy, Tehran, stating that 
American civilians on Bahrein Island are subject to juris- 
diction of the Trit’sh Political Agent. 





Memo, 5/12/44, Le, Mr. Bishop 





This memorandum reviews the action to date. It concludes 
that the appropriate and desirable method of providing for 
the administration of justice would be to arrange for a 
qualified American (or British subject not identified with 
the British authorities) to sit as a judge under authority 
of the Sheikh of Bahrein. The Sheikh could promulgate a. 
system of law deemed desirable after consultation with the 
proposed American judge. 


Memo, 5/16/44, Le, Mr. Hackworth 


"It seems to me that we would have little to fear in 
applying British law to American offenders.....,. Certainly 
the presence of an American judge or assessor should afford 
reasonable safeguards," 


Memo, 5/20/44, Le, Mr. Bishop to Le, Mr, Hackworth 


This memo reviews the history of British authority for 
jurisdiction over foreigners in Bahrein. It cites as objections 
to the present system (1) that Bahrein is not a British 
Protectorate (2) and that,without the consent of the U.S., 
Bahrein cannot turn over to Britain jurisdiction over Americans 
in Bahrein-we have not given our consent and should not in 
view of the political situation in the Persian Gulf, 


The 


Ren arts to 


fe ~4— | 

. the memo pute. up the alternatives of arrang for the 
“ Bhei to appoint an American as a Bahrein judge (likeliest 
ace to find one would be in the Judge Advocate General's 
. ce) or accepting the system of trial by the British 
Political Agent, preferably with an American assessor, 


Memo, 5/24/44 Le * Mr, Hackworth to Le - Mr. Bishop 


Mr. Hackworth sees no objection to asking the Bahrein 
Government to appoint an American citizen to sit as judge in 
' @ases in which Americans are defendants, However, as the 
‘British appear to control the foreign relations of Bahrein 
such a request would probably not be granted unless the British 
were favorably disposed, 






Failing in this suggestion an effort might be made to 
have the British Order in Council changed to provide for 
appeals in the more serious cases to established courts rather 
than to political officials. | 


Memo, 5/29/44 Le ~ Mr. Bishop 


This memo reports on a meeting of NE, Le, and War Dewar 
ment representatives, "The concensus was "that we: should ask 
the Bahrein authorities to appoint an American as a Bahréin 
judge. The War Department is investigating the possibilities 
of making available American Military Police as Bahrein 
constables, and is also considering the possibility of 
designating a J.A.G. officer to be detailed to Bahrein and 
to serve under the Bahrein Government as judge in cases involv- 
ing Americans, NE thought that the British authorities in 
Bahrein would accept this arrangement." 


"If it is impossible to obtain an Army man or other 
American, we might arrange to have one of the Americans now 
serving as judge of the Mixed Courts of Egypt designated as. 

a part-time judge of Bahrein," 


Telegram, 6/1/44 Basra , 
. Arty concern registered over situation developing at 

Bahrein and particularly at Ras Tanura, Situation at 

Bahrein not unfavorable since justice in hands of British 

Political Agent and there may be American assessors, Suggest 

that Political Agent might deputize American 01] Company 

tne co as American military Moai may not be deputized 
the political agent. 


More concerned about Ras Tanura. Prefer use of 
American civil court and American civil police. 


Memo, 6/6/44 (FDKohler ) 


This memo objects to the proposed solution primarily 
he grounds that the British would not agree to it and 





i suggests 


au 


gests that the only practical approach is to accept 
Br tish jurisdiction with use of American assessors, 


Memo, 6/6/44 Mr. Bishop 


This memo states that from the legal standpoint either 
solution is aeceptable and that the questions raised by 
Mr, Kohler are matters of policy to be decided by NE. 


Letter 6/12/44 to the War Department “ 


. The letter states that an arrangement whereby the 
Sheikh of Bahrein would appoint an American *> sit as a 
Bahrein judge in cases involving Americans in Bahrein, 
applying some law promulgated by the Sheikh appears to be 
a practical solution, It suggests that the Jar Department 
might find it possible to designate’ some Army officer of 
adequate legal training and experience who could be 
appointed by the Sheikh to serve as judge, perhaps on a 
part-time basis. Any legal impediment to an Army officer 
accepting an appointment from a foreign Government might 
5 ahaa by the provisions of Section 540, Title 10 


Letter 6/19/44 from the War Department 


"The War Department does not wish to be placed in a 
position of exercising military justice over American 
civilians through an Army Officer acting under authority 
of the Sheikh, when it is doubtful that it may subject 
such civilians to military justice jurisdiction under 
Article of War 2d," 


Telegram 1765, 7/10/44 to Cairo 

"The Department contemplates proposing to the British 
Government that the Sheikh of Bahrein appoint an American 
to act as a Bahrein judge with the understanding that he 
will try cases involving Americans." 

"Do you consider it feasible to arrange to have one 
of the American judges on the Mixed Courts appointed by the 
Sheikh of Bahrein to act as a Bahrein judge?" 
Telegram 5580, 7/15/44 to London 


' “Please inform the Foreign Office that the Departre nt 
is anxious that arrangements be made for the Sheikh of 


Bahrein 


«bm 


‘tanreda: to appotst a pngnoetiota2 American citizen with 

Fone chp ras paper gs to act as a Bahrein judge with 
nders ing that this judge will try all criminal 

cases in which an American citizen is the defendant. ‘There 

would be no objection to the application of the Indian 

| Crain nal Code-by this judge." 


Telegram 2027, 7/15/44 from Gaara 





: Have been advised that it is not possible for an 

Amertean judge or any other judge sitting on the Mixed 

os to leave their posts during term time and engage 
in judicial duties in another country." 


Memorandum 7/14/44 from War Department 


At request of BAPCO American civilians were deputized 
by the British Political Agent prior to notification that 
such deputization should be made through the Sheikh, 
Instructions have been issued that the present arrangement 
is to be continued pending final solution as to the exact 
jurisdiction over American civilians in Bahrein, 


Telegram 6079, 7/31/44 from London | 


This telegram transmits the text of a note from 
the British to the effect that suitable arrangements 
already exist for the administration of justice in Bahrein 
as explained in the conversations with Mr. Murray. The 
Sheikh has transferred to Britain jurisdiction over all 
foreigners in his territories, therefore it is clearly 
impossible for him to appoint an American judge with 
jurisdiction over American citizens, 


Chit attached by WLP - This will require some working , 
out, I favor not taking this lying down." 


Memo 9/2144 fron FEI 


A representative of the California Arabian 011 Company 
‘discussed the matter of assignment of a Bureau police 
instructor in a liaison capacity with the Arabian Government, 
He stated that he had discussed the matter with Colonel Eddy, 
who was planning to take the matter up with the King, 
oe anticipates no problems in making such an assign- 
men . 


Letter” 


oll we 


Letter 9/19/44 from Lloyd Hamilton, 3PCO a: 

As far as the company is concerned, it has no 
objections to the appointment as assessors of any of its 
American employees who are willing to act in that capacity. 


Memo of conversation 9/19/44 War and State Departments 





' It was explained to War Department officers that the 
Foreign Office had turned down the US suggestion for the 
appointment of an American judge and that the Department 
considered it inadvisable to make an issue of this at the 
present time and was accepting the British proposal of 
trial by the British Political Agent using American assessors. 


Jurisdiction in Saudi Arabia presented more serious 
problems in view of the complete sovereignty of Saudi 
Arabia, Recommendations would be requested from the 
Minister as to a solution, 


Telegram 196, 9/26/44 Jidda 


The telegram asks for Jidda's recommendations on the 
problem of maintaining law and order among American 
construction men at Ras Tanura and mentions the possibility 
of King Ibn Saud employing an American citizen to serve as 
his judge to try cases involving American citizens and also 
employing American citizens to maintain »~~’er and make 
such arrests as may be necessary in the anvrican community. 
The alternative of establishing a school to train Saudi 
Arab constables is also mentioned. 


Letter 9/30/44 from War Department 


"The praposal has been informally made that the British 
political agent at Bahrein appoint Americans as peace 
. officers with authority to arrest fellow Americans; and 
that the agent, with American assessors appointed by 
himself, sit as judge for the trial of Americans there. The 
War Department approves of that proposal and recommends that 
it be put into operation as soon as practicable," 


m4 suitable solution for the problem in Saudi Arabia 
would appear to be the appointment by the King of an 
American as a special iuipe to administer a code of lews 
promulgated by the King a suitable for Americans", ? 


Telegram 


a 


Telegram 2958, 10/2/44 CGairo 


"An American judge might look like another symbol ef 
foreign ascendency wh hich King might refuse or defer for 
domes: re reasons..." 





at recommend this delicate matter be handled not by 
note but in’ audfence when I visit Riyadh. Several pending 
permissions may then be granted by King if linked to substan- 
tial eooperation such as suggested my despatch No. 5, 
September 7;" 


"I believe King would welcome and grant now permission 
for American police to maintain order and arrest Americans 
at Ras Tanura provided local courts dispense justice when 
natives are involved.” 


1944 file ends here with a wnat to Parker (NE) from 
Bishop (BE) 10/4/44 “what is the present stage of our 
arrangements for jurisdiction over Americans in Bahrein 


and Saudi Arabia? You will see from the attached that the 
War Department would like action", 


WUIAAS 
parneeee 26, é lasts Dhahran 


All Wi dt 21) 
soprisitga.of Anaptcan Citta. 
he 
Memo 9/18/45 LE - Mr. Bishop to NE - Mr. Sanger 





This memo reviews the previous history of consideration 
of criminal jurisdiction in Bahrein. It is suggested that 
the possibility of obtaining defense counsel in the future 
should be investigated as that might have considerable 
significance in determining whether we are willing to 
continue to put up with British administration of justice 
in the name of the Sheikh of Bahrein, 


yf 
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377, September 15, 10 
Truck driver involved in. : is American 


: #44 
citizen (REDEPTS 176, ember 12, 4 pet.) detailed 


report available Garry Owen APOC 0” 
, ime kh, yA 


EDDY 





vv Si -S/fS#0° 3088 


WWO 





DHAERAN 2 Sept: 11, 1944 





_— FLBXO 


ae ‘yr nh ecore pedeatrian fatally injured Ras Tanura 
automobile accident August llth unavoidable by American driver 


BMC employee STOP Reported 8-700 Septeune, 3rd STOP Expect 
ease to be settled by payment of inde. wifi.ation After hearing 


religious court Company feels obligated to pay indemnity because 
responsible for poor Mecham ea). condition automobile contributed 


to accident PARAGRAPH 


American Legation informed of accident in the event might 
be necessary for Consul intervene to prevent miscarriage of 


justice although they understand this possibility remote STOP 
Understand Legation sent inyuiry to State Department to determine 


what action they may take in tuc fusare to protect American 
citizens from harsh and unusual punishmens in the event charged 





en convicted of serious crimes under Saudi Arab laws STOP 
Present case has been handled satisfactorily by the Company to 


‘date and we do not anticipate will be necessary for Consul 
intervene 


F. W. OHLIGER 
GO-Wash. : 
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by 


eye ‘THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY: LIMITED 
Ci Mi ; ’ 

uy 
i. 
ee L.N. HAMELTION 





Dear Mr.. Alling: 


hase z apt cestent that from. time to time.the question 

inay arise in Bahrein Island, Persian Gulf of appointing 

American employees of The Bahrein Petroleum Company 
Limited to act as Assessors in connection with trials 
or legal procedure there involving American citizens, 
and that you would like to ascertain the attitude of 
the Company as to such appointments. So far as The 
Bahrein Petroleum Company Limited is concerned, it has 
no objections to the appointment as Assessors of any of 
its — employees who are willing to act in that 
capacity. 


Merely to avoid any possible implications to the 
contrary, I think I should add that The Bahrein Petroleum 
pine app Limited likewise has no objection to the appoint- 
ment as Assessors of any of its British employees who are 
willing to act in that capacity in cases where British 
citizens may be involved in such trials or legal 


au procedure. 
E Sincer ours, 
= Lod 1 Kal 





Mr. Paul H. Alling, 
Deputy Director, 
Office of Near Eastern & African Affairs, 
State Department, 

Washington, D. C. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE por 
Memorandum of Conversation 
DATE: September 19, 1944 


Diseussion of Jurisdictional Questions in Bahrein and 
Saudi Arabia, 


PARTICIPANTS: General Royal, War Department 


COPIES TO: 


General Weir, War Department ueiae peel’ ~ 

Colonel King, War Department Te 

Lieutenant in, War Department a4 2 ve 

Mr, Alling, NEA. i] #0 194" 

Mr, Parker, NE, Jaan OF 
FILED SE ERK AFFAIRS 


he A 


] 


NOV 7 1946 


ore 68 


General Royal stated that he had just returned from 
the Persian Gulf area and was disturbed by problems likely 
to arise from the maints@imeeof law and order among American 
construction workmen engaged in building the refinertes‘at 
Bahrein and at Ras Tanura in Saudi Arabia, 


Mr, Alling explained that we had preposed to the 
British Foreign Office an arrangement whereby the Shakkh 
ef Bahrein would ley an American citizen to act as his 
judge but that the Foreign Office had not agreed to this 
preposal, He was informed that the Department considers it 
inadvisable to make an issue of this at the present time and 
has decided to accept the British prepesal that the Political 
Agent bas | American citizens, using American assessors in these 
cases. t was explained to him that the Department is await- 
ing word from the Bahrein Petroleum Company stating that the 

would approvejof the use of its employees as assessors 
in as much as ctically the only Americans in Bahrein are 
employees of the Bahrein Petroleun . or of its construc- 
tion contractor, It was also stated that the Bahrein Petrol 
6 is recruit in:this country men who can act as con 
8 es of the Shaikh in Bahrein to maintain order and to 
necessary arrests in the American community. 


Mr, Alling stated that the question of jurisdiction 
in Saudi Arabia presented much more serious problems in view 
of the complete sovereignty of Saudi Arabia, which, unlike 


vy61-6/270°45053 
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Behrein, 
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War Department has expressed coneern over problem of ind 

maintaining law and order among American construction men nN 

tn 

at Ras Tanura and over questions of jurisdiction which may . 

arise therefrom, It has been suggested that, from the 

practical viewpoint, it might be desirable for King Ibn Saud - 
to employ an American citizen to serve as his judge to try 

cases involving American citizens in the Ras Tanura and - 


Dhahran area, It has been suggested also that American o1 thes 
might be employed by the King to maintain order and to make 
such arrests as may be necessary in the American community in 
that area; an alternative might be the establishment of a 
schoo! to train Saudi Arab constables, 

| It is realized that these matters raise delicate poli- 
tical questions, Your considered recommendations, therefore, 


would be appreciated, together with an expression of your 





- opinion aso whether it would be advisable te raise these 
questions with King Ibn Saud at the present time, 
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TELEGRAM AND RECORDS 
DSH=291 Siada WET 
This tolegram must bo 4£Oe 
Clesely paraphrased bo- Datod October 14, 1944 
fore being communicated 
to anyoné.- (SECRET) _ Roctd 10:40 oem, - 
| oO 
Sccrotary of State, a © 
a epanTMENT OF STATE < nn 
Washington. is fc ° 
304, Octobor 14, 7 asm. qnystt On 
NEA cance y areaiRs_| ~ 
(1) - King Abdol Aziz reluctant to givo ovort 3 
concessions to foreign miljtary. (FROM EDDY. Ro ' 
tf. ORB) y- /FH — 
Department's 196/ ‘do scaner 26, 7 pom). So far x 
King has not granted permission to USAFIME for bh 


shorter air route to India nor for scrodrome at 
Dhehran nor cven exemption of United States Army 
planes from Saudi gas and landing taxos. An Amori- 
can judge might look like ‘noite speiee) of foreign 
ascondeney which King might rofusc or defor for 


domestic reasons espocially just beforo pilgrimago. . 
I recommend this delicato mattcr bo handlod not 


by note but in audicnco when I visit Riyran sovoeral 
ponding permissions may thon be srented by King if 
linked to substantial cooporatagit auch as suggested 
my despatch 5, September, 









HVW/SO 


hte Uf{Prts0bs : 


ow Zo » #504 ,. October Lay, 7 ReMe, from Jiddao. 





would welcome training school for native polico and 


zrant now permission for American police to maintain 





order and arrest Amoricans at Rastanure, provided 
loeal courts dispense justice when natives aro in- 


volvode This could be proposed any time. 


EDDY 
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closely paraphrased ber Dated October 2, 1944, Ah 
fore being communicated hee 
to anyone. (CONFIDENTIAL) Rec'd 4:50 peme , 





Secretary of State, 
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2958, October 2, 1 peme DIVISION OF 
. : NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
King Abdel Aziz reluctant to give ové 


Washington. 


concessions 
-194 
to Foreign Military. 990 6.043/9-17 ¥ 
One. (From Eddy REDEPTS No. 196 to Jidda, September 
26, 7 pem.) So far King has not granted permission to 
USAFIME for shorter air route to India nor for aero- 


drome at Dhahran nor even exemption of US Army planes 


vyc-O1/fSv0° 4068 


from Saudi gas and landing taxes, An American judge 
might look like another symbol of foreign ascendency 
which King might refuse or defer for domestic reasons 
especially just before pilgrimage. 

I recommend this delicate matter be handled not 
by note but in audience when I visit Riyadh. Several 
pending permissions may then be granted by King if 
linked to substantial cooperation such as suggested my 
despatch No. 5, September 7. 

Two, I believe King would welcome and grant now 
permission for American police to maintain order and= 

Ne) 


arrest Americans at Ras Tanura provided local courts?di 


pense justice when natives are involved, Sie 
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SUBJECT 


ee, 
For the original paper from which reference is taken 
ait Fila 
NO naciectcsascsnncinisstn I iain aii ie cl 
ae instruction, lettez, etc.) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


890f.043/10-1544 


Trial before an arab Court in Dhahran area of Floyd S, 
Bills, employee of Arabian-American Oil Company. 
Copies of certain memoranda relating to-. 
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